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‘construction,
manufacturing

The news coming from state employment reports hasn't
been good for the Mankato-Nocth Mankato region.

For months, local economic and civic leaders have had 1o
hear the same news with each monchly data release from the
Department of Employment and Economic Development:
While St. Cloud, Rochester and other regional centers were
slowly adding jobs, the Mankato region was losing johs com-
pared to the previous 12-month
period.

But local leadets are taking hope
from signs of recent improvements.
“The dara is not inaccurate when
}’OU 1001‘: ar our }'eﬂl'-()\’er'yeﬂr
numbers,” said Jonathan Zierdr,
president and CEQ of Greater
Mankacto Growth, “Bur I'm more
interested in looking at trend num-
bers in recent months.”

For the Mankato-North Manka-
to Metropolitan Statistical Area {all
of Blue Earth and Nicollet coun-
ties), there have been small signs of
rebound. From Februaty to June
2009, the number of jobs fell 2
percent. But from February to June
of this year, jobs rose 0.6 percent.

Mankato City Manager Pac

Mankato City Manager
Pat Hentges.

Hentges, like ocher area officials, does not
believe the slight gain in employment by
other regional centers and a loss in this area
is a sign of fundamental economic weakness
hete. In fact, they say the region’s diverse
economic base puts it in a betrer position
than many other areas of the state.

The diffetence in job tends bere, they
say, is due to a few factors, including a lag
in layofts.

“1 think if you go back two years, com-
pated ro che other (regional cencers) we had
a lower unemployment rate and susrained
precey well and didn’t have the job loss com-
parative to other,” Hentges said.

“(The jobs dara) was becrter than other
(regional centers} excepr for about six
months ago where they started gaining and
we started losing.” And while a spring re-
bound in the economy in Minnesora and
the U.S. has given way 1o a renewed round
of economic slowdown and concern, Zierdr
said thece ace some hopeful signs locally.

“Anecdortally, there seems o be more
employment ads in the paper, and in my
conversations with business owners, there
ate jobs theyte filling and adding. There is
expansion going on in some ateas, bur it
depends on whar the business is and where
they were owo years ago and how the past two years affected
them.”

Construction worrisome

One of the hardesr hir areas locally has been in construction
and manufacturing.

¥ “So you look at the
data and there is some
construction business
going on, it’s just not

what it was three years
ago.”

— Jonathan Zierdt
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