
OUR VIEW

To the kids and parents, businesses, organizers and sponsors of Mankato’s first Lemonade Day.

The nationwide effort aims to give kids an initiation into the world of business. That means they learned lessons of producing a
good product, marketing and promoting it, and about sales and profits.

By all accounts, the event was a smashing success in the Mankato region with some 200 stands and over 500 children partic-
ipating. Greater Mankato Growth, Verizon, HyVee, The Home Deport and Junior Achievement were sponsors.

Media partners included Hot 96.7 radio, KTOE radio, New Country 93 radio and The Free Press Media.

Other organizers included Greater Mankato Business Accelerator,  Community Education and Recreation and the Minnesota
Small Business Development Center.

Legislator out of line

To Rep. Tom Hackbarth, R-Cedar, for his response to a constituent who urgedHackbarth to support Gov. Mark Dayton’s proposal
to increase taxes on the wealthiest Minnesotans.

Hackbarth responded with an e-mail asking if the writer was a union member and “Are they the communist giving you this prop-
aganda?”

Hackbarth went on to equate union pressure to propaganda used by Fidel Castro and Adolph Hitler: “Hitler rose to power using
and blaming the Jews for the destruction of the German economy. Castro built his army of murderers by blaming the rich bankers
and capitalist for destroying Cuba and taking advantage of the Cuban people. Hmmmm?”

Hackbarth doesn’t have to agree with organized labor campaigns to influence the outcome of the budget stalemate.

As an elected representative he does have an obligation to maintain some level of civility. Linking union members to murderous
dictators is anything but civil.

Tax cuts fueled deficit

Despite evidence to the contrary, Americans believe the ballooning national deficit is the result of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
rather than domestic spending or tax cuts, according a Pew poll.

This despite data from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities that revealed the Bush- era tax cuts were the biggest factor in
the rising deficit. And the Congressional Research Office projected the cuts will cost $5 trillion in 10 years.

Pawlenty pulled back in debate

To presidential contender and former Minnesota governor Tim Pawlenty, who lacked the intestinal fortitude to back up his own
words in Monday’s Republican presidential debate. Knowing he needs to cut into Mitt Romney’s lead, Pawlenty had coined the
phrase “Obamneycare” prior to the Monday debate in an obvious attempt to tie Romney’s Massachusetts health plan to the plan
so unpopular with Republicans that President Obama crafted nationally.

But when pressed by Monday’s moderator to explain why he had used the term, Pawlenty backed away from it, finally batting it
away as a term he used to characterize Obama’s use of the Massachusetts plan as a blueprint.

Pawlenty himself, apparently agreed on his Twitter account that he lost the point to Romney in the debate.

Pawlenty’s failure to pounce indicated a fecklessness that indicates weakness rather than strength. Not a good start to the
debate season. If he wasn’t going to be ready to explain “Obamneycare” in that setting, he shouldn’t have thrown it out in the first
place.
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