
City officials seek Wal-Mart update

MANKATO — A planned Wal-Mart Distribution Center is still coming to Mankato, and officials say they’re planning on asking the
company soon for an updated timetable.

“We have been told we are in the five-year improvement plan but have not been told when we are in it,” City Manager Pat Hentges
said.

Wal-Mart continues to pay property taxes as well as the cost of already- completed improvements to the site.

The company has committed to pay $5.32 million whether they come here or not.

Hentges said he also hopes to inform Wal-Mart about progress made to local highways, including Blue Earth County Road 3 and the

movement toward a nearby interchange at Highway 14.

Val Imm closed starting Monday

MANKATO — Val Imm Drive from Warren Parkway to Ellis Avenue will close Monday for utility construction.

A detour will be provided. The road is expected to reopen Saturday, July 24.

— The Free Press

Horner: Cap mortgage deduction

ST. PAUL — Independence Party candidate for governor Tom Horner says he would “  take a hard look”  at tax exemptions and
deductions, including mortgage interest for homeowners.

Horner said Thursday he favors capping the deduction homeowners can claim, although he didn’t set an amount.

“I don’t think we ought to eliminate the mortgage deduction. I don’t think that we ought to exclude second homes,” Horner said. “But I
do think it is reasonable to say that at a certain level Minnesotans shouldn’t be subsidizing total investment in mortgages.”

There are some limits in place now: State law lets Minnesota taxpayers deduct interest paid on loans of up to $1 million toward
primary or secondary homes.

The mortgage deduction reduces state income taxes for more than 700,000 taxpayers each year, according to state figures. The

exemption costs the state more than $400 million a year.

Red River diversion agreement signed

FARGO, N.D. — Mayors from Fargo and Moorhead, Minn., signed a sponsorship agreement for a Red River diversion project.

Thursday’s agreement allows design work to move forward for the $1.5 billion diversion, which is meant to protect the two cities from
chronic flooding.

More than 50 people who live downstream gathered at Fargo’s city hall to protest the signing, saying the diversion could increase
water levels in their communities.

— The Associated Press
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