
Area student wins Bubble Wrap contest

ST. PETER — A 13-yearold St. Peter student was named the grand prize winner in the fourth annual Bubble Wrap Competition for
Young Inventors, a nationwide competition open to students in grades five through eight.

Matthew Huber was awarded a $10,000 grand prize savings bond for his invention, “Petri Bubbles,” a scientific tool designed as an
inexpensive alternative to Petri dishes.

Judges from Sealed Air Corp., the creator of Bubble Wrap, chose Huber from more than 2,500 entries from 40 states.

The awards ceremony was Saturday.

The inspiration for Huber’s winning invention came from an earthquake in Haiti.

The invention turns the large bubbles in Bubble Wrap into a small sterile Petri dish that can be used in a variety of medical or sci-

entific tests in remote areas far from hospitals or labs, such as tests required to verify the safety of drinking water.

Graduation, reunion for leadership class

MANKATO — The Greater Mankato Leadership Institute will graduate its 25th class 4:30-7 p.m.

Wednesday (official graduation ceremony 5:30-6 p.m.) at RedSky Lounge, 520 South Front St.

The event also will serve as a reunion for all past Leadership Institute participants. The event is free for the current Leadership
Institute class, $10 for Leadership Institute alumni and $15 for guests. RSVP to info@g reatermankato.com or 385-6646.

The Greater Mankato Leadership Institute is a program of Greater Mankato Growth. The institute provides emerging leaders with
comprehensive training focused on developing professional, personal and community leadership skills.

Presentations, hands- on experiences, assessment tools and tours are part of the program.

Greater Mankato Growth is accepting applications for the 2010-11 leadership class. Applications are due June 4.

For details on the Greater Mankato Leadership Institute, visit greatermankato. com/gmg-leadershipinstitute.

php.

Maple River ‘Relay’ rakes in funds

MAPLETON — The Maple River Relay for Life netted more than $65,000 for the American Cancer Society.

This year’s tally marks the second-best fundraising effort since Maple River High School began hosting events 15 years ago. To
date, Maple River has raised more than $724,000 for the American Cancer Society.

The all-night event, held Friday and Saturday, is organized and executed entirely by senior students at Maple River High School as
part of an annual class project. This year, more than 40 teams participated, including teams from neighboring high schools Mankato
West, Lake Crystal Wellcome Memorial, United South Central and Blue Earth Area.

— The Free Press
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