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Police dog assists in
search for vandals
NORTH MANKATO — A
police dog was used early
Saturday morning to help
catch two teen boys
accused of breaking into at
least six vehicles in North
Mankato and Mankato.

The two boys fled after a
patrol officer in North
Mankato saw them break-
ing into a vehicle at about
1:45 a.m. Saturday in the
area of Nicollet Avenue and
Robel Street, a North
Mankato police report said.

The dog tracked the
boys from the scene to the
floodwall along Lookout
Drive. They were taken
into custody in the area of
the Veterans Memorial
Bridge, on the river side of
the floodwall, the report
said.

The boys are suspects in
at least four vehicle break-
ins in North Mankato and
two break-ins in the 100
block of West Lind Street
in Mankato. In the
Mankato incidents, a car
window and a van window
were broken so cigarettes
worth about $5 could be
stolen, the Mankato police
report said.

Purr-fect burglary:
suspect sought
MANKATO — Police are
looking for a suspect who
could be described as a
friendly cat burglar.

A woman called police at
about 4:30 p.m. Sunday to
report she found a man in
the bedroom of her apart-
ment in the 100 block of
Campusview Road at about
6:30 a.m. He was petting
the woman’s cat and imme-
diately left when he was
told to leave. He had appar-
ently entered through an
unlocked door.

The woman and her
roommate later learned a
purse had been gone
through and about $21 was
missing. 

The man was described
as being 6-foot-3 and about
300 pounds. He was wear-
ing a black coat and said his
name was Justin, the report
said.
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Wandering 2-year-old boy returned home safely
By Dan Nienaber
dnienaber@mankatofreepress.com

NORTH MANKATO — A
2-year-old boy who was seen
driving a toy car on
Sherman Street Monday
afternoon was returned safe-
ly to his home.

“The weather is getting

nice, so he must have decid-
ed he needed to get out-
side,” said Lt. Nicole Adams
of the North Mankato Police
Department. “He got out of
the house somehow while
mom was downstairs. She
did not realize he was out of
the house and was obviously
upset when we were knock-

ing on the door.”
A woman called police at

about 2:15 p.m. to report
she was driving in the
neighborhood and stopped
to help the boy. The boy
was in the street when the
driver stopped.

“He could have been hurt
if a car would have come by

and the driver didn’t see
him,” Adams said.

The boy was too young
to be able to say where he
lived, but the police officer
who responded was able to
find the child’s house
because there were toys out
front.

The incident will be a

good warning for parents
and day care providers who
are caring for young chil-
dren, Adams said. Warmer
temperatures are coming
and, like everyone else,
youngsters are itching to get
outside.

“I’m surprised it doesn’t
happen more,” she said.

One challenge deserves another
Students at RBA Public
Charter School in
Mankato earned a berth
in the national FIRST
Robotics Competition 
during the regional 
competition last weekend
in Duluth. Pictured are
(from left): Benjamin
Oeffler, Steven Berentson,
Reanna Milbrett and
Lucas Dezelske. Not 
pictured are Rebecca
Lewis, Hannah Halbmaier
and Shayla Simmons. 

Submitted photo

By Tanner Kent
tkent@mankatofreepress.com

MANKATO — It was the
robot heard ’round the world.

Or at least the robot heard
’round the region for the team
of not-so-novice robot engi-
neers from RBA Public Charter
School in Mankato.

“I can’t believe it,” said Mike
Shores, an RBA instructor who
teamed up with fellow instruc-
tors Adam Walther and Todd

Hanselman to advise the team. 
“It was a storybook trip.”
After becoming the first

Mankato school ever to com-
pete in the nationwide FIRST
Robotics Competition this past
weekend, RBA also became the
first Mankato school to ever
advance to nationals.

But now comes another chal-
lenge: Raising the $5,000 regis-
tration fee by midnight tonight.

RBA earns national competition
berth, promptly begins fundraising

Wilson
to serve
180 days
Initial rape and
assault charges
dismissed
By Dan Nienaber
dnienaber@mankatofreepress.com

MANKATO — Although
she had changed her story
during a second interview
with investigators, during a
sentencing hearing Monday
a woman again accused her
former boyfriend of raping
and assaulting her.

Quyumba Ontario
Wilson, 20, was sentenced
to 180 days in jail for stalk-
ing his former girlfriend in
October. 

Taking into account time
served in jail while waiting
for trial, he will only be
required to serve 19 addi-
tional days.

Wilson had been accused
of raping and assaulting his
ex-girlfriend in her
Minnesota State University
dorm room, charges related
to those allegations were
dismissed after the victim
changed her story during
an interview with a
Mankato detective in
December.

While giving an victim
impact statement during
Wilson’s sentencing hearing
in Blue Earth County
District Court, the victim
said the original rape and
assault charges shouldn’t
have been dismissed. She
said the amended criminal
complaint dismissing the
sexual assault charges was
incorrect and her requests
to have it changed back
were ignored.

“Wilson spit on me,
punched me in the face and
caused me to black out,”
she said Monday. “He
punched me in the stomach
like a punching bag.”

She has had “frightening
flashbacks,” has not felt
safe and has suffered
headaches as a result of the
Oct. 10 incident, which was
initially reported as a theft.

Wilson was scheduled to
go to trial in January. The
detective interviewed the

Quyumba
Ontario Wilson
was sentenced
to 180 days in
jail for stalking
his former 
girlfriend.

Lemonade Day to help encourage

Youth in business

John Cross

Volunteers from Verizon Wireless fill backpacks with materials to help students create their own lemonade stands. The backpacks will
be available at a handful of area locations prior to June 5, the official Lemonade Day, in which hundreds of students will showcase their
own entrepreneurial ventures.

Please see SENTENCING, Page B2

Please see RBA, Page B3

By Tanner Kent
tkent@mankatofreepress.com

Attention all burgeoning entre-
preneurs: Your day is coming.
June 5 has been declared

Lemonade Day in cities across Blue
Earth County, which paves the way
for hundreds of elementary stu-
dents to erect lemonade stands on
that day as a way to learn more
about finance and entrepreneurship.

The initiative is sponsored by
Greater Mankato Growth and the
Greater Mankato Regional
Economic Development Alliance, as
well as Verizon Wireless and a
handful of community partners.

Starting today, students can reg-
ister and pick up backpacks full of
starting materials at several area
locations. 

The backpacks contain starting
guides for both entrepreneurs and
parent, and includes information on
everything from choosing a site and
determining costs to luring
investors and setting aside profits
for charity.

Then on June 5, students will
put their business acumen to the
test, along with thousands of others
students participating in similar
events across the country.

“We want students to explore
entrepreneurship and gain an
understanding of what owning a
business is all about,” Jonathan
Zierdt, president of Greater
Mankato Growth, said during a
news conference Monday at
Bethany Lutheran College.

But young business owners won’t
have to do it alone.

Home Depot is hosting a how-to
class on building a lemonade stand;
Bethany Lutheran College is host-
ing a course on putting together a
business plan; and Mankato Area
Community Education and
Recreation is hosting a class on
how to make tasty lemonade and
how to blend ingredients for other
flavors. 

Greater Mankato
Growth: ‘We want

students to explore
entrepreneurship’

Please see LEMONADE, Page B2

For more local, state and
national news visit
www.mankatofreepress.com.
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Elvera Orth
Elvera Orth went to be

with Jesus, her husband
Elmer and daughter Karen
on Friday, March 11th, just
short of her 88th birthday.

Elvera was born March
17th, 1923 in New Ulm,
Minnesota to Arthur and
Amanda Kunz. She was
baptized and confirmed
into the Christian faith
which was very important
to her. She attended St.
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
School and then graduated
from New Ulm High
School. For a time Elvera
worked at the dime store in
New Ulm, before meeting
the love of her life, Elmer
Orth, of rural Sleepy Eye. It
was love at first sight and
they were married March
17, 1944. They lived in
New Ulm while Elmer
worked at American
Artstone. Later Elmer
worked on a farm near Lake
Hanska. They later pur-
chased a farmstead between
Winthrop and Lafayette
where they spent many
happy years with friends
and family. Elvera worked
at Fingerhut in Gaylord in
bookkeeping for a time.
They were members of Zion
Lutheran Church in
Winthrop where Elvera
taught Sunday School. She
loved the children, and they
loved her. Elmer said he
would wake up to hear her
singing hymns in her sleep.
She was a good cook; and
the hired farm hands would
always say, “Go to the Orth
farm. Elvera will cook three
kinds of meat with all the
fixings.” She and her folks
baked hundreds of apple
pies, canned hundreds of
jars of pickles and made
untold numbers of baked
bread. Elvera loved her fam-
ily, playing cards, bullhead
fishing, word search books,
short trips, eating out and
family and friend get
togethers. If you met
Elvera, you were a friend.
She loved people. In 1984
they had a farm auction,
and she and Elmer moved
to New Ulm in retirement.
Elmer died in 1999 and in
2007 Elvera moved to
Pathstone Way in Mankato
where she received tender
loving care. At Pathstone
Way she was recently voted
Valentine Queen.  

She is survived by her
son, Bruce (Linda) Orth of
rural Madison Lake and
daughter, Sandra (Jim)
Tessien of Mankato,
Grandsons, Jeff (Sara) Orth
of St. Peter, James Nathan
Tessien of Mankato and
Granddaughter, Kimberly
(Jim) Enz of LeSueur. Also
five great-grandchildren,
Alexis and Elizabeth Orth
and Amanda, Matthew and
William Enz, sister-in-law
and brother-in-law Selma
and Alvin Resoft of New
Ulm, nieces and nephews.

Elvera was preceded in
death by her parents, hus-
band Elmer, daughter
Karen, sister Lucille Wels
and brother-in-law Otto
Wels, grandson David Orth
and a nephew LeRoy
Resoft. 

The funeral will be
Wednesday, March 16, at
St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in New
Ulm where Elvera and
Elmer were members for
many years. Pastor Timothy
Smith will be officiating.
The time of the funeral is
10:30 a.m. with visitation
one hour prior to the serv-
ice. Burial will follow at St.
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Cemetery. Schmucker
Funeral Service is helping
the family with arrange-
ments.

Memorials may be given
to the donor’s choice.

Elvera was loved by
many and will be sadly
missed. Her new address is
Heaven.

www.schmuckerfuneral
service.com 

Marie Hudson
Marie Frances Hudson,

79, of Mankato, died
Saturday, March 5, 2011, at
Immanuel-
Saint Joseph’s
Hospital.

Marie was
born on May
26, 1931, in
Pike Creek
Township,
Minnesota
(near Little
Falls) to Stanley and Joanne
(Zilka) Zyvoloski. Her family
moved to Minneapolis in
1940. She graduated from
North High School in 1950.
Marie was united in mar-
riage to Arthur G. (Art)
Hudson on August 16, 1952,
at Ascension Church in
Minneapolis. Marie and Art
owned and operated the Tic
Toc Shop for over 25 years,
retiring in 1997.

She was an active member
of Holy Rosary parish where
she served as a Lector and a
Eucharistic Minister. She
was a member of the Council
of Catholic Women. Marie
was a 50-year member of the
Catholic Daughters of
America, where she served
in all offices in the local
Court Saint Rose of Lima.
She was also the State
Secretary for the State Court
for four years.

Marie enjoyed gardening,
watching birds, relaxing at
the lake and spending time
with family and friends.

Marie is survived by three
sons and a daughter: Robert
(Jeanne) Hudson, Shoreview,
MN, Donald (Anna) Hudson,
Minnetonka, MN, Jeffrey
(Denise) Hudson, Greer, SC,
Barbara (David) Clinnin,
Newburgh, IN; six grandchil-
dren: Matthew and Scott,
Jeremy and Jason, Christine
and Benjamin; brother,
Jerome (Germaine)
Zyvoloski; sisters: Charlotte
Freundschuh, Jane
Armbrust, Ann (David)
Hayes, and Lynn Gliniany.

She was preceded in death
by her parents and husband,
Art.

Mass of Christian Burial
will be at 11:00 a.m. Monday,
March 21st, at Holy Rosary
Church in North Mankato
with Father Peter Nosbush
officiating. Interment of
ashes at Calvary Cemetery.
Prayer service will be at
Mankato Mortuary
NORTHVIEW, 2060
Commerce Drive, North
Mankato, at 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday, March 20th, with
visitation immediately follow-
ing the prayer service until
5:00 p.m. Visitation will also
be held Monday, one hour
prior to the Funeral Mass at
the church.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als preferred to the American
Cancer Society or charity of
choice.

Eileen C. Hentges
Eileen C. Hentges, age 94

of Mankato and formerly of
Faribault and Sleepy Eye,
died Sunday,
March 13,
2011, at
Pathstone
Crossings in
Mankato,
MN.

Mass of
Christian
Burial will be
held on Thursday, March 17,
2011 at 10:30 a.m. at St.
John The Baptist Catholic
Church in Mankato, with the
Rev. James Hentges O.S.C.,
officiating.  Interment will be
held at the Calvary Cemetery
in Faribault at 12:30 p.m.

Visitation will be held at
the church on Thursday for
one hour prior to services.

In lieu of flowers the fami-
ly prefers memorials to the
Crosier Fathers and Brothers
in Onamia, MN.

Arrangements are being
completed by the Parker
Kohl Funeral Home &
Crematory of Faribault.

Eileen Cecilia Lattimer,
the daughter of Dr. B.J. and
Cecilia (Grady) Lattimer,
was born on April 12, 1916
in Bancroft, Iowa.  Eileen
was raised by her parents in
Springfield, MN and gradu-
ated from Springfield High
School. On November 10,
1936 she was united in mar-
riage to Stanley A. Hentges
of Sleepy Eye, MN at St.
Raphael Catholic Church in
Springfield.  After their mar-
riage they lived for many
years in Sleepy Eye and were
active members of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church and the
community.  In 1967 they
moved to Faribault, MN
where her husband of 53
years passed in 1989.  Some
years later, she moved to
Mankato, MN to be close to
family and lived her last
years at Pathstone Living.

She is survived by her five
sons, Thomas of Austin,
MN, and his wife Sandra;
Richard of Eden Prairie,
MN, and his wife Carol;
Michael of Elko, MN, and
his wife Donna; Patrick of
Mankato, MN, and his wife
Rebecca; and the Rev. James
Hentges, O.S.C. of Rome,
Italy; she is also survived by
12 grandchildren and 20
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, her husband
and by her sister, Margaret
“Peggy” Becker.

For guest book and online
condolences please visit
www.ParkerKohl
FuneralHome.com.

Raymond Poquette Jr.
Raymond “Ray” Poquette

Jr., 82, of Gaylord died
March 2, 2011, at Arlington
Good Samaritan Village.
Memorial services are 11
a.m. Thursday at United
Church of Christ in Gaylord.
Burial with military honors
is in Gaylord Municipal
Cemetery. Egesdal Funeral
Home in Gaylord is han-
dling arrangements.
Visitation is two hours
before services Thursday at
the church.

Richard Goltz 
Richard Goltz, 90, of

New Ulm died Sunday,
March 13, 2011, at
Winthrop Good Samaritan
Care Center. Services are 11
a.m. Wednesday at St.
Marys Catholic Church in
New Ulm, with burial at a
later date in New Ulm City
Cemetery, Soldiers Rest
Section. Visitation is 4-8
p.m. today, with a 6 p.m.
Knights of Columbus rosary
and a 7 p.m. parish prayer
service, and 7:30-10:30 a.m.
Wednesday at Minnesota
Valley Funeral Home in New
Ulm.

Joel Howard Anderson 
Joel Howard Anderson,

69, of Bricelyn died Sunday,
March 13, 2011, at his
home. Memorial services are
10:30 a.m. Thursday at
Bricelyn Lutheran Church,
with burial in the church
cemetery. Visitation is 5-7
p.m. Wednesday at Bruss-
Heitner Funeral Home in
Bricelyn and one hour
before services Thursday at
the church.

Lucille Brandel
Lucille Brandel, 87, of

New Ulm died Sunday,
March 13, 2011, at Sleepy
Eye Care Center. Services
are 10:30 a.m. Wednesday at
the Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity in New Ulm, with
burial in New Ulm City
Cemetery. a 4 p.m. Christian
Mothers rosary at the cathe-
dral and Visitation is 4-8
p.m. today and 7:30-10 a.m.
Wednesday at Minnesota
Valley Funeral Home in New
Ulm, with a 7 p.m. prayer
service at the funeral home.

At 8:30 a.m. Friday to
1900 block of Madison
Avenue, Mankato; medical
assist.

At 12:22 p.m. Friday to
300 block of Ramsey
Street, Mankato; EMS call.

At 12:44 a.m. Saturday
to 100 block of Heather
Lane, Mankato; EMS call.

At 4:45 a.m. Saturday to
100 Dublin Road,
Mankato; medical assist.

At 5:01 a.m. Saturday to
807 Warren Street,
Mankato; assist police or
other government agency.

At 8 a.m. Saturday to
100 block of Dublin Road;
medical assist.

At 11:52 a.m. Saturday
to 1025 Belle Ave.,
Mankato; lock out.

At 1:47 p.m. Saturday
to 1401 S. Riverfront
Drive, Mankato; flamma-
ble liquid spill.

At 4:39 p.m. Saturday
to 123 N. Fourth St.,
Mankato; building fire.

At 5:22 p.m. Saturday
to 1300 block of Carney
Avenue, Mankato; EMS
call.

At 9:12 a.m. Sunday to
1400 block of Southhaven
Drive,  Mankato; medical
assist.

At 4:30 p.m. Sunday to
500 block of S. Front
Street, Mankato; EMS call.

At 8:28 p.m. Sunday to
20 Camelot Drive,
Mankato; carbon monox-
ide detector activated, no
CO found.

Erikson, Glenn T., serv-
ices 1 p.m. at First
Presbyterian Church in
Mankato.

Gossman, Margaret J.,
services 11 a.m. at
Arnoldt-McRaith Funeral
Home in Janesville.

Lenertz, Dennis, servic-
es 11 a.m. at Eagle Lake
Church of Christ.

Pace, Darrell, services
11 a.m. at Faith Lutheran
Church in Madelia.

Yokiel, Adrian, memori-
al services 10:30 a.m. at
St. Casimir Catholic
Church in Wells.
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The Free Press 
now publishes full
obituaries online as 
well as information
on daily funeral services.

And for additional moti-
vation, students can partic-
ipate in a variety of lemon-
ade contests: Hy-Vee is
hosting a best-tasting con-
test; Home Depot is hav-
ing a contest for best
stand; Junior Achievement
is sponsoring a contest for
best business plan; and
students can also submit
their results from June 5
to the national organiza-
tion for the most success-

ful and most charitable
contests.

Information backpacks
can be picked up at the
Blue Earth County Library,
Home Depot, the Greater
Mankato Visitor and
Community Information
Center at the River Hills
Mall, the Mankato YMCA
and the Lake Crystal Area
Recreation Center.

For more information, visit
www.mankato.lemonade
day.org.

Continued from Page B1

LEMONADE: Variety of
other contests available

victim Dec. 9, saying he
had questions about state-
ments she made to a nurse
at the hospital and some
calls the victim made on
her cell phone during the
October incident.

During that interview,
the victim told the investi-
gator that she wasn’t sure if
she had been raped.

“I did initiate the sex
part,” she said. “I have a
problem choosing whether
this was rape or regular
sex. It’s impossible for me
to put a label on it right
now. In my mind, it could
go either way.”

After the Mankato
Department of Public
Safety and MSU put an
alert out about Wilson, he
was arrested in Eau Claire,
Wis., after leading a
Wisconsin State trooper on
a high-speed chase. He
eventually crashed his car,
ran into the woods and was
taken into custody.

Wilson has denied his
former girlfriend’s allega-
tions. He said he pleaded
guilty to the felony stalking
charge because he had vio-

lated a court order to stay
away from the victim. That
order had been issued after
previous domestic assault
charges, involving the same
victim, were filed.

“This is obviously a dys-
functional relationship,”
said Robert Docherty,
Wilson’s attorney. “It
sounds like it’s gone both
ways in the past.”

The victim had asked
Judge Bradley Walker to
order Wilson to stop writ-
ing about her and to quit
using Facebook, an Internet
social networking site
where she said he had post-
ed information about her.
Walker said Wilson could
use Facebook, but he had to
stop making any type of
comments about the victim.

“This is a situation I
want to put behind me,”
Wilson said before being
sentenced by Walker. “I
have no intention of focus-
ing any injury on (the vic-
tim).”

A one-year prison sen-
tence also was ordered for
one of the previous assault
charges because Wilson had
violated his probation. That
sentence was stayed.

Continued from Page B1

SENTENCING: A
‘dysfunctional
relationship’

Plea deal reached
in drug case
MANKATO — Two people
caught in November with
about a quarter ounce of
what investigators suspect-
ed was methamphetamine
have reached plea agree-
ments that will dismiss
their charges if they meet
probation requirements.

Souvanh Sylasa, 25, of
Mankato and Nicole Marie
Strong, 24, of Kasota were
arrested as they drove
away from a mobile home
that was about to be
searched by drug investiga-
tors. A total of 7 grams of

suspected methampheta-
mine was found in the car
they were in, the criminal
complaints said.

The arrests came about
a week after a 911 caller
reported Strong had been
kidnapped. She was found
safe after police received a
tip.

Sylasa and Strong were
both placed on probation
for five years. Strong was
sentenced Monday to the
seven days she had already
served in jail. Sylasa was
sentenced in January to the
58 days he had already
served.

— The Free Press
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Don and Amanda
Darling, St. Peter, girl,
Friday, March 4, 2011


