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Dr. R. Wynn Kearney Jr.’s letter of
March 8 is clearly in error when he
strongly implies that without taxpay-
er funding Planned Parenthood would
have to eliminate health screening
programs for women.

Planned Parenthood is the premier
provider of abortions in this country.
It is an extremely lucrative and prof-
itable business for them. They should
take some of their millions in profits
from abortion to provide the women’s
health care that Dr. Kearney pleads
for.

Money is fungible, and if Planned
Parenthood is truly such a wonderful
women’s health care provider, then
why not use their substantial abor-
tion profits rather than our tax dol-
lars for this purpose? 

Peter Etzell
North Mankato

Lincoln was emphatic
about the ‘why’ of war 

I read Bob Jentges’ letter to the
editor , published Feb. 12, about the
Civil War and President Lincoln’s rea-
son for starting it.

In the third paragraph, Jentges
said that Lincoln took a position that
secession was unconstitutional
because Congress did not approve of

the secession. Then, he said, “That
left Lincoln with the choice of violat-
ing his understanding of the
Constitution in an attempt to save
the Union, i.e., that he had no consti-
tutional right to make war against a
state, in an attempt to save the
Union.”

In my opinion, this is a fabrication
and a revisionist statement about
Lincoln and the Constitution.

First, there is no mention of seces-
sion in the Constitution or provision
for congressional approval. Second,
there is nothing recorded in history,
or among credible historians, that
Lincoln felt going to war with the
Confederacy conflicted with his feel-
ings or interpretation of the
Constitution.

Lincoln laid out his feelings in his
first inaugural address. He felt the
Constitution didn’t preclude slavery.
He reassured the Confederacy he
would not wage war over slavery.

However, Lincoln was emphatic
about going to war over secession.
He felt secession violated the
Constitution, and unless the South
consented to federal jurisdiction, war
would ensue.

Lincoln viewed the binding nature
of the Constitution as perpetual and
not subject to the whims of a transi-

tory minority. He felt so strongly
about going to war, he called up the
militias while the Congress was yet in
recess.

Dan Conner
Mankato

Lesson learned here,
but not in Wisconsin

The Free Press opened a Saturday,
March 12, article saying: “More than
200 Mankato West High students
staged a 12-minute school walkout
Friday in support of Wisconsin teach-
ers and other public union employ-
ees...”

I applaud the students for exercis-
ing their First Amendment right to
peaceably assemble to, as the student
organizer said, demonstrate: “...that
we’re standing behind our teachers.”
Compare this with what happened at
the state Capitol in Madison.

Regardless which side we take in
the dispute — i.e., the politicians
Wisconsin taxpayers elected to
address the state’s budget problem or
the public union members — rhetori-
cally I ask: Who are the adults here
— who is teaching who how the dem-
ocratic process should work?

Bob Jentges
North Mankato

If the emerging American worker and family votes with
their feet, then the Mankato region is winning the elec-
tion handily.

Recently released population figures from the U.S.
Census show Mankato’s population grew a whopping 21
percent in the last decade, compared to 3 percent the pre-
vious decade. North Mankato showed nearly 14 percent
growth, a second decade of double-digit growth. St. Peter

grew 15 percent.
Some smaller cities in the region

also experienced double-digit growth,
including Eagle Lake and Madison
Lake.

The good news is that the area grew
despite two recessions, one after the
2001 terrorist attacks and another
starting in 2008.

While some growth always occurs
for reasons that are difficult to deter-
mine or by chance, the city of Mankato
and the Mankato region have taken

clear steps to advance growth and create avenues for
smart growth. The Mankato/North Mankato metropolitan
area has worked together in a number of areas to make
the region a good place to do business. Government has
been reasonably responsive, and when it hasn’t proactive
voters have shown them the door. 

Mankato and North Mankato have readied their infra-
structure for growth with upgrades to major roadways  —
Victory Drive and Commerce Drive come to mind — and
sewer and water systems. The region has operated for the
most part in a cooperative instead of unhealthy competi-
tive way in attracting businesses.

The cities have made use of state and federal grants to
upgrade commercial structures. Mankato, North Mankato
and St. Peter downtowns look better than they did 10
years ago, and despite the recession, commercial activity
seems to be on the rise.

Gross sales in Blue Earth and Nicollet counties also
nearly doubled in 10 years from $2.62 billion to $4.62 bil-
lion.

But we should remember the entire region must share
in the success. Mankato/North Mankato cannot be an
island. Dozens of small towns in the region lost popula-
tion in the last 10 years. The regional center’s core
response should be that we are here to collaborate and
help small towns remain viable and consistent with their
leadership’s goals.

There are already groups in place to help that happen.
Greater Mankato Growth has partnered with regional
cities such as Le Sueur, St. Peter, Lake Crystal and others
on economic development. It’s a progressive partnership
that has won statewide praise.

The regional small towns have their own assets to
bring to the table. They’re friendly and quiet places to live
and offer affordable housing and that small-town, rural
feel. Residents of small towns can see cows and horses on
rolling pastures as make their 10 or 20 minute commutes
Mankato or North Mankato for work.

The challenges ahead may be even more difficult than
the last 10 years, but the progressive mindset of the
region’s people and leaders should keep us headed in the
right direction.

We should make sure we build on our success, under-
stand what we’re doing right and do more of it.
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OTHER VIEW

As I read the March 6 story of 2-
year old Colton Hatch, who was phys-
ically assaulted by his mother’s
boyfriend, I knew that I had
to speak up. The perpetrator,
Rian Butcher, was charged
with “malicious punishment
of a child.” This is appalling
as it minimizes the brutali-
ty of the crime. 

The term “punishment”
implies that Colton was
somehow responsible for
the beating. Is Colton
somehow culpable? Was
Colton being punished for “bad
behavior”? No one deserves the beat-
ing that Colton endured. Was it the
severity of the physical assault that
makes it a “malicious” punishment? If
the physical assault had been less
severe, leaving no bruises or broken
bones, would this make the so-called
punishment acceptable? I think not.

Imagine if your employer was dis-
satisfied with your performance at
work; would a physical assault be a
legitimate consequence? No. Why
then is it that we would tolerate, in
some cases extol the virtues of, the
physical punishment (really assault)
of children and other less powerful
groups of people? 

Butcher is reported to have a long
history of perpetrating domestic vio-
lence and child abuse. Yet, the Brown
County Attorney’s Office is willing to
accept a plea agreement that could
result in only a 90-day jail sentence.
Are we as a society really willing to
tolerate a 90-day jail term for such an
atrocious act of violence? 

This story is a prime example of
how a community can implicitly
endorse a non-involvement approach
to community violence, also known

as a “red dot” approach. Imagine a
map of our community with red dots
and green dots. Each red dot repre-

sents someone who perpetrates
acts of violence or an individ-
ual who chooses to do nothing
in the face of a violent situa-
tion. Each green dot is “any

behavior, choice, word, or
attitude that promotes safety
and makes it clear that we
won’t put up with violence.”

The idea behind the “green
dot” strategy to ending vio-
lence is that while most peo-

ple do not perpetrate violence, most
people will witness or are aware of
violence being perpetrated, yet fail to
speak up and get involved. The com-
munity violence I am talking about is
power-based personal violence in
which power, control and intimida-
tion is used to harm another. Power-
based violence takes many forms,
including domestic violence, child
abuse, elder abuse, dating violence,
sexual assault, caregiver abuse of peo-
ple with disabilities, bullying, and
stalking. Green dot is about individu-
als and communities stepping up and
proclaiming that violence will no
longer be ignored or tolerated. 

Colton’s story is an all too familiar
story. The names change and the par-
ticulars of the crimes change — but
the stories are essentially the same.
Offenders, more often men, according
to the Bureau of Justice Statistics,
use their power and control to harm
others — women, men, girls, boys,
young and old, gay and straight, peo-
ple with and without disabilities —
and we as a community largely ignore
this widespread social problem. We
pretend that these are isolated acts of
violence. 

Yet, violence in our society is the
social norm. We seem to regard such
violence as a “personal matter,” a
“family problem,” or a problem that
happens to “those” people, certainly
not people like me. The truth is we
all know people who have been vic-
tims of power-based personal vio-
lence. If you do not think you know
someone, I suspect it is because you
do not want to know. Ignorance may
be bliss, but it will not do anything to
prevent the next Colton from being
harmed. 

The beauty of the green dot strate-
gy is that all of us non-violent red
dots can easily become green dots.
The core principle of green dot is “no
one has to do everything, but every-
one has to do something.” If most of
us are non-violent, and if you as an
individual and we as a community
believe that violence is not okay, then
doing nothing is no longer an option. 

Know that silence, when you wit-
ness or are aware of acts of violence,
does not imply neutrality — rather it
sends a message to perpetrators that
you condone their violent behavior. It
is the “complete silence, complete
inaction, complete apathy that allows
the perpetration of violence — red
dots — to continue.” 

Isn’t it time to speak up? To learn
more about the green dot strategy go
to: http://www.livethegreendot.com
Perhaps we in the Greater Mankato
Area can become the first community
in Minnesota to take a stand against
violence and become a field of green
dots amongst an ever-dwindling
patch of red dots.

Nancy M. Fitzsimons, Ph.D., MSW,
is an associate professor of social
work at Minnesota State University.

Ending power-based violence
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Leave Afghanistan sooner
than later. Heed the advice,
Mr. President, from two
important sources of coun-
sel: the U.S. public and a
top military adviser.

America’s pessimism
about the war in
Afghanistan and Gen. David
Petraeus’ optimistic assess-
ment of military and civilian
conditions end up in the
same place, headed toward
the exit.

Petraeus’ appearance
before the Senate Armed
Service Committee on
Tuesday was his first public
review of the war since he
assumed command in June

2010. He told a receptive
panel that U.S. forces could
begin to leave this summer.

His testimony coincided
with release of a
Washington Post-ABC News
poll that found 64 percent of
Americans saying the war is
not worth fighting. Nearly
80 percent said the U.S.
should withdraw a substan-
tial number of troops this
July, a benchmark set by the
president. 

The time is long overdue
for the United States to
depart. Obama sent 30,000
troops to Afghanistan after
taking office. Bring them
and the other 70,000 home
as well. The U.S. can
declare the war over.

Let’s get out of Afghanistan soon


