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     Today members of our business 
community will gather for the Greater 
Mankato Growth Annual Meeting. 
Like many business annual meetings, 
Greater Mankato Growth’s event will 
give members a report of the previous 
year’s accomplishments and plans for the 
upcoming year. But Greater Mankato 
Growth’s annual meeting features 
another element that we think is most 
important – thanking our members. Just 
as shareholders invest in a business, the 
members of GMG invest in the vitality 
of our marketplace.  
     It is their investment that makes 
possible Greater Mankato Growth’s 
work toward Advancing Business for 
a Stronger Community. This work 
falls into eight strategic areas: existing 
business support, new business growth, 
business promotion, talent development, 
public affairs, community marketing, 
visitor attraction & servicing and civic 
engagement. 

     

The degree to which these eight areas 
benefi t each member’s individual busi-
ness may vary, but all positively impact 
their business, whether directory or 
indirectly, by enhancing the overall mar-
ketplace. And because having a healthy 
business climate is essential to having 
a strong community, their investment 
goes well beyond business to benefi t the 
community as a whole. 
     So, for giving of their resources of 
time, talent and funding, we want to say 
to our members, “thank you” and “con-
gratulations” for playing an important 
role in the creating a vibrant Greater 
Mankato marketplace.

Jonathan Zierdt
Greater Mankato Growth, Inc.

President & CEO

“Thank You” to 
Businesses Investing 

in the Vitality of 
our Marketplace

Everyone from our regional business community is invited to attend this popular 
annual event that gives you an opportunity to get together with more than 500 
individuals from businesses throughout Greater Mankato and learn about the 

products and services they provide.

greatermankato.com/gmg-businessshowcase.php

Greater Mankato Business Showcase 
4 Weeks from Today!

Tuesday, April 12 • 4 - 7 pm
Verizon Wireless Center

this month

Presented by:
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On the Web
To research any stock listed on
any exchange, get current
quotes and historical price
trends go to
mankatofreepress.com and
click on “Stocks/Finance” on
the left side of the home page.
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Meat futures
CHICAGO (AP) — Futures trading on the

Chicago Mercantile Exchange Mon:
Open High Low Settle Chg.

CATTLE
40,000 lbs.; cents per lb.
Apr 117.32 117.57 116.37 116.50 —.62
Jun 116.80 117.15 115.82 116.65 —.30
Aug 117.85 118.00 117.00 117.70 —.32
Oct 120.87 121.00 120.25 120.77 —.05
Dec 121.00 121.17 120.42 121.02 —.03
Feb 120.10 120.50 119.77 120.45 —.15
Apr 120.15 120.60 119.70 120.60 +.75
Jun 116.00 116.70 116.00 116.70 +.20
Aug 117.20
Est. sales 54,417. Fri.’s sales 80,318
Fri.’s open int 368,966, up 5,961

FEEDER CATTLE
50,000 lbs.; cents per lb.
Mar 131.10 131.62 130.77 130.90 —.65
Apr 133.95 134.60 133.20 133.65 —.87
May 135.82 136.35 134.97 135.50 —.85
Aug 136.72 137.57 136.32 136.85 —.77
Sep 136.12 136.15 135.45 135.82 —.95
Oct 135.60 136.00 135.25 136.00 —.60
Nov 135.45 135.90 134.90 135.90 —.55
Jan 133.95 133.95 133.95 133.95 —.05
Est. sales 6,532. Fri.’s sales 8,500
Fri.’s open int 48,722, up 524

HOGS,LEAN
40,000 lbs.; cents per lb.
Apr 86.25 87.90 85.20 85.95 —2.20
May 96.10 97.40 95.45 96.52 —1.83
Jun 97.87 99.17 97.05 97.55 —1.95
Jul 97.70 98.77 97.07 97.70 —1.42
Aug 98.07 99.25 97.27 97.80 —1.85
Oct 87.50 88.60 86.92 87.70 —1.20
Dec 83.45 84.45 82.82 83.52 —1.18
Feb 83.85 84.40 83.50 83.85 —1.25
Apr 85.00 85.00 84.47 84.90 —.90
May 89.00
Jun 90.25 90.25 89.80 89.80 —1.00
Jul 89.50 89.50 89.50 89.50 —.50
Est. sales 43,394. Fri.’s sales 51,421
Fri.’s open int 230,698, up 635

PORK BELLIES
40,000 lbs.; cents per lb.
Mar 117.00
May 112.00
Jul 106.00
Aug 102.50
Feb 117.00
Mar 117.50
Fri.’s open int n.a.

Area markets
Grain prices at Monday’s close.

(Crystal Valley, Lake Crystal)
Corn 6.14
Soybeans 12.79

Grain futures
CHICAGO (AP) — Futures trading on the Chicago

Board of Trade Mon.:
Open High Low Settle Chg.

WHEAT
5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel
Mar 690 7001⁄2 690 7001⁄2 +51⁄2
May 7213⁄4 730 706 7203⁄4 +2
Jul 7533⁄4 762 7373⁄4 753 +21⁄4
Sep 791 7971⁄2 7743⁄4 7891⁄2 +13⁄4
Dec 8161⁄2 8213⁄4 799 8141⁄2 +13⁄4
Mar 8361⁄2 8411⁄2 8211⁄4 8331⁄4 — 1⁄2
May 8331⁄2 8371⁄4 8331⁄4 8331⁄4 —31⁄2
Jul 8091⁄2 8131⁄4 7981⁄2 8093⁄4 +4
Sep 812 820 8091⁄2 813 +31⁄2
Dec 810 8261⁄2 810 8201⁄2 +1
Mar 838 838 8343⁄4 8351⁄4 + 1⁄2
May 8401⁄4 8401⁄4 8361⁄4 838 +31⁄4
Jul 775 785 775 784 + 1⁄4
Est. sales 67,907. Fri.’s sales 97,602
Fri.’s open int 486,167, up 1,025
CORN
5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel
Mar 6523⁄4 668 6501⁄2 664 +43⁄4
May 6643⁄4 6741⁄4 655 666 +13⁄4
Jul 671 6803⁄4 6601⁄2 6721⁄2 +13⁄4
Sep 6221⁄4 630 612 624 +11⁄4
Dec 5781⁄4 5843⁄4 566 578 + 1⁄4
Mar 588 594 577 5871⁄2 + 1⁄4
May 593 599 586 5941⁄4 + 1⁄2
Jul 5971⁄2 6021⁄2 5861⁄2 5981⁄4 + 1⁄2
Sep 5603⁄4 5603⁄4 5463⁄4 560 +41⁄4
Dec 5351⁄4 5371⁄4 520 535 +51⁄4
Mar 5421⁄2 5451⁄4 5393⁄4 545 +51⁄4
May 5453⁄4 551 5453⁄4 551 +51⁄4
Jul 5513⁄4 557 5513⁄4 557 +51⁄4
Sep 5433⁄4 548 5433⁄4 548 +41⁄4
Dec 5391⁄2 542 528 540 +41⁄4
Jul 5503⁄4 555 5503⁄4 555 +41⁄4
Dec 5413⁄4 546 5413⁄4 546 +41⁄4
Est. sales 249,282. Fri.’s sales 427,339
Fri.’s open int 1,633,117
OATS
5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel
Mar 3523⁄4 3523⁄4 3451⁄2 346 + 1⁄2
May 3441⁄4 353 3423⁄4 344 —61⁄2
Jul 3521⁄2 3621⁄4 3513⁄4 3513⁄4 —61⁄2
Sep 355 355 353 353 —61⁄2
Dec 364 3681⁄2 362 362 —61⁄2
Mar 3771⁄2 3771⁄2 371 371 —61⁄2
May 3841⁄2 3841⁄2 378 378 —61⁄2
Jul 3911⁄2 3911⁄2 385 385 —61⁄2
Sep 3981⁄2 3981⁄2 392 392 —61⁄2
Dec 4071⁄2 4071⁄2 401 401 —61⁄2
Mar 4221⁄2
Jul 4351⁄2 4351⁄2 429 429 —61⁄2
Sep 4421⁄2 4421⁄2 436 436 —61⁄2
Est. sales 853. Fri.’s sales 1,737
Fri.’s open int 13,122
SOYBEANS
5,000 bu minimum; cents per bushel
Mar 13171⁄4 13321⁄2 13111⁄2 1329 +21⁄2
May 13403⁄4 13421⁄2 13171⁄2 1340 +51⁄2
Jul 13481⁄4 13501⁄2 13251⁄2 1348 +51⁄2
Aug 13401⁄4 13443⁄4 1322 13431⁄2 +71⁄4
Sep 13231⁄4 13261⁄4 13001⁄4 1326 +7
Nov 13071⁄2 1309 1280 1308 +8
Jan 13081⁄2 13121⁄2 12881⁄4 13121⁄2 +81⁄2
Mar 1300 13083⁄4 1285 13083⁄4 +83⁄4
May 12851⁄4 12973⁄4 1274 12973⁄4 +83⁄4
Jul 12901⁄2 12931⁄4 12693⁄4 12931⁄4 +71⁄4
Aug 12591⁄4 12671⁄4 12591⁄4 12671⁄4 +8
Sep 12233⁄4 12313⁄4 12233⁄4 12313⁄4 +8
Nov 1200 12051⁄4 1180 1205 +9
Jan 12021⁄2 12111⁄2 12021⁄2 12111⁄2 +9
Mar 12031⁄2 12121⁄2 12031⁄2 12121⁄2 +9
May 12041⁄2 12131⁄2 12041⁄2 12131⁄2 +9
Jul 12023⁄4 12113⁄4 12023⁄4 12113⁄4 +9
Aug 11921⁄2 12011⁄2 11921⁄2 12011⁄2 +9
Sep 11861⁄2 11951⁄2 11861⁄2 11951⁄2 +9
Nov 1152 1171 11501⁄2 1171 +11
Jul 11601⁄2 11711⁄2 11601⁄2 11711⁄2 +11
Nov 1158 1169 1158 1169 +11
Est. sales 126,932. Fri.’s sales 169,377
Fri.’s open int 620,556
SOYBEAN OIL
60,000 lbs; cents per lb
Mar 55.50 55.50 54.67 55.27 —.22
May 55.54 56.09 55.04 55.38 —.52
Jul 56.10 56.67 55.62 55.95 —.52
Aug 56.07 56.53 55.80 56.13 —.48
Sep 56.33 56.72 55.95 56.24 —.47
Oct 56.27 56.58 55.82 56.19 —.46
Dec 56.43 56.88 55.90 56.30 —.42
Jan 56.45 56.60 56.00 56.41 —.26
Mar 56.00 56.58 56.00 56.36 —.21
May 56.12 56.30 56.06 56.06 —.21
Jul 56.12 56.12 55.96 55.96 —.16
Aug 55.72 55.72 55.56 55.56 —.16
Sep 55.32 55.32 55.16 55.16 —.16
Oct 54.82 54.82 54.56 54.56 —.26
Dec 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Jan 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Mar 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
May 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Jul 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Aug 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Sep 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Oct 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Dec 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Jul 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Oct 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Dec 54.67 54.67 54.25 54.25 —.42
Est. sales 83,697. Fri.’s sales 100,775
Fri.’s open int 369,660, up 894
SOYBEAN MEAL
100 tons; dollars per ton
Mar 344.60 350.50 344.60 349.60 +3.50
May 354.70 355.70 346.30 355.50 +5.50
Jul 357.90 359.10 349.50 359.10 +5.80
Aug 357.10 358.70 349.30 358.70 +6.10
Sep 353.70 354.50 345.00 354.50 +6.30
Oct 344.90 346.10 336.70 346.10 +6.40
Dec 344.00 344.80 334.50 344.80 +6.30
Jan 337.00 345.30 335.00 345.30 +6.50
Mar 335.00 344.70 335.00 344.70 +6.60
May 332.10 340.50 332.10 340.50 +6.20
Jul 338.70 338.80 338.50 338.50 +5.80
Aug 324.30 330.00 324.30 330.00 +5.70
Sep 313.00 318.50 313.00 318.50 +5.50
Oct 301.00 304.50 301.00 304.50 +3.50
Dec 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Jan 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Mar 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
May 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Jul 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Aug 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Sep 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Oct 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Dec 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Jul 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Oct 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Dec 304.00 307.50 304.00 307.50 +3.50
Est. sales 47,129. Fri.’s sales 65,845
Fri.’s open int 213,532, up 85

Japan
fears push
stocks
lower
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Concerns
over the economic impact
of the massive earthquake
and tsunami in Japan, the
world’s third-largest econ-
omy, led to a broad sell-
off in the stock market on
Monday.

Nine out of the 10 sec-
tors that make up the
Standard and Poor’s 500
index lost ground.
Utilities companies fell
1.4 percent, the most of
any group, as explosions
at Japanese nuclear reac-
tors in the wake of the
disaster dimmed
prospects for the nuclear
energy industry.

The S&P index, the
basis for most U.S. mutu-
al funds, fell 7.89 points,
or 0.6 percent, to
1,296.39.

The Dow Jones indus-
trial average lost 51.24, or
0.4 percent, to 11,993.16.
The Nasdaq composite
dipped 14.64, or 0.5 per-
cent, to 2,700.97.

Minn. f iles suit
against Calif.
mortgage 
company
The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — The
Minnesota Attorney
General has filed a lawsuit
against a California mort-
gage company, accusing
them of cheating
Minnesota home owners.

The lawsuit alleges that
Meredian Financial Corp.
of Costa, Mesa., Calif.,
pretended to be homeown-
ers’ current mortgage com-
pany in order to gain their
trust, then collected fees
for refinancing services
not delivered.

Dayton: GOP tax cuts a giveaway to the rich

The Associated Press

ST. PAUL — A proposal
from Minnesota Republicans
for a series of income tax
cuts drew a rebuke Monday
from Democratic Gov. Mark
Dayton, who cast it as a
giveaway for those with the
biggest salaries.

The House GOP plan
unveiled over the weekend
would lower two of
Minnesota’s three tax rates
by a fraction of a percent
each, phasing the reductions
in over three years. Because
those in the top tax bracket
pay a portion of their taxes
based on the lower two

rates, they would see tax
cuts, too.

A Revenue Department
analysis suggests the aver-
age filer would see a tax cut
of $64 in the first year. But
those with incomes above
$100,000 would see burdens
fall by $100 to $200. That’s
consistent with a separate
analysis by House
researchers.

“It bothers me the
Republicans would present
this as a tax cut targeted for
lower and middle-income
families when the facts are
the opposite that the great-
est benefit goes to upper-
income Minnesota families,”

Dayton said. “Once again
they just have shown their
values, their priorities are to
benefit the richest
Minnesotans at the expense
of the rest of Minnesota.”

He also questioned
whether the tax cut was fea-
sible given the state’s $5 bil-
lion projected deficit. Every
tax dollar cut must be offset
by additional state spending
cuts.

The tax cut is part of a
broader bill that would also
reduce commercial and
industrial property taxes,
slice the amount of tax cred-
its available to people in
rental housing and pare
back state aid to some cities.
The bill is headed for a com-
mittee vote by the end of
the week.

Minnesota reaps about $8

billion annually in income
taxes after refunds are paid
out. The proposed income
tax cuts would add up to
$221 million over the next
two years and climb to $786
million in the two years
after that.

Under the House plan,
the bottom two rates would
fall in stages. The lowest
rate would go from 5.35 per-
cent now to 4.75 percent by
2014. The middle rate
would drop from a current
7.05 percent to 6.75 percent.

Depending on their
income, taxpayers could see
a first-year break of as little
as $3 to as much as $206,
according to the Revenue
Department analysis. Once
fully implemented, the range
of taxpayer savings falls
between $11 and $481.

Analysis shows top tax 
bracket would see largest cuts

“We need all the help we
can get,” said Reanna
Milbrett, one of about seven
students on the robot team.
“Anything.”

The national competition
will be held April 27-30 in
St. Louis. Teachers estimate
the team will need to
fundraise about $15,000
total to cover registration
and expenses. 

But at RBA, a charter
school that relies almost
solely on state funding, such
expenses are not readily
available in the school budg-
et. So, students are hoping
the community can help
make their pipe dream into a
reality. (RBA adviser Mike
Shores can be contacted
about donations at 507-387-
5524.)

“This is really good for
the school,” Milbrett said.
“We started from absolutely
nothing.”

The FIRST Robotics
Competition is a complex
affair that involves several
stages of building, modifying

and competing. As a first-
time participant, RBA went
into the competition with lit-
tle idea what to expect.

When students started in
January, they received only
enough parts to build a 130-
pound robot and a rules
manual. There was no
instruction guide and no
advice on where to start.
After six weeks, they boxed
up their robot (as is) and
sent it to Duluth, the site of
the regional competition.

RBA arrived at that com-
petition Wednesday and
spent the next 72 hours in a
frenzy of practice and repair.
Students worked 12-hour
days, slept little and ate their
food on the run.

“It was crazy,” said RBA
student Benjamin Oeffler of
the competition environ-
ment. 

Fellow team member
Lucas Dezelske added: “I
have blisters from moving
that 130-pound robot so
many times.”

So far, students have
poured hundreds of hours of
work into their robot —

including student Steven
Berentson, who worked on
the robot nearly every day to
program its computer cod-
ing.

Before heading to the
state competition in Duluth,
students said they were glad
to participate and were hop-
ing to learn enough to com-
pete seriously in the future.

But RBA did far better
than that. 

They not only won the
rookie team competition
(which would have been
enough to earn a spot in
nationals) but were also
selected by a veteran alliance
to be part of their team at
nationals. (In the FIRST
competition, the top eight
veteran teams draft other
teams into an “alliance” for
the national competition.
RBA was drafted by top fin-
isher Duluth East, which
also drafted a team from
North Dakota.)

“It’s a good feeling that
we did it,” Berentson said.
“It feels really good to
accomplish something like
this.”

Continued from Page B1

RBA: Starting from nothing

Trial delayed for
iconic beer vendor
MINNEAPOLIS — A
celebrity beer vendor who
has been selling suds since
the Twins began playing at
the Metrodome in 1982
goes on trial Wednesday in
Hennepin County.

Wally “The Beer Man”
McNeil is known around
Twin Cities’ sports venues
for his bellowing beer call.
McNeil’s selling streak could
come to an end. He was
among eight stadium work-
ers fired last September for
serving underage fans. The
vendors say police entrapped
them with the sting. 

McNeil’s trial was sched-
uled to begin Monday, but
the Star Tribune reports it
was delayed until
Wednesday, because of the
judge’s schedule.
— The Associated Press

Minn. may
see worst
pothole
season yet
The Associated Press

ST. PAUL — Lessening the
pain of Minnesota’s pothole
season costs money, and
given the state’s shrinking
resources, this year could be
the worst yet for potholes.

This year’s particularly
rough pothole season can be
attributed to more groundwa-
ter below and around the
roads, Minnesota Public
Radio reports. This means
that when the snow melts
during the day, it seeps into
the sub grade and freezes at
night — causing even more
cracks than before.

With that kind of science
at work on the state’s aging
road system, drivers should
prepare for a bumpy ride.

A number of possible solu-
tions have been offered to
alleviate the problem, but
each comes with a list of
pros and cons.

Some say the ticket is to
come up with a better
asphalt formula. But that
takes research, and research
costs money.

Filling the holes with
asphalt, as pothole crews are
out doing now, is only a tem-
porary solution. The cracks
reappear each spring — a
result of the freeze, thaw and
continuous barrage of traffic
on the roads.

A long-term fix would be
to build better roads,
University of Minnesota civil
engineering professor David
Levinson said.

“We haven’t invented any-
thing that will eliminate pot-
holes, but we can certainly
reduce their number if we
build roads better,” he said. 

But that’s unlikely to hap-
pen, Levinson said, as it
would cost nearly 25 percent
more to build stronger coun-
ty highways.


