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Online
National Public Radio

should not continue
receiving public funds,
according to 50 per-
cent of participants in
The Free Press opin-
ion poll.

The question was
prompted after a hidden
video showed an executive
from NPR, which is publicly
funded, calling the tea party
“racist” and “xenophobic.” 

Out of 235 total votes, 118 (50
percent) agreed the organization’s
liberal slant should preclude it from
receiving public money. Eighty-
eight voters (37 percent) said NPR
should continue receiving public
funds because its coverage remains
balanced and of high quality.
Twenty-three voters (10 percent)

said they didn’t care
either way because
they don’t listen to
public radio.

Six voters provided
their own answers,
including: “Many peo-

ple feel they are racist,”
“Obviously, NPR’s cover-

age does not reflect this
attitude” and “What is wrong

with telling the truth?”
To participate in The Free Press

opinion poll, visit
www.mankatofreepress.com and
scroll down the right-hand side.

The latest poll question is:
Researchers are reporting they
have found the lost city of Atlantis
in a swamp in southern Spain.
What mysterious phenomena do
you think will be proven true next?

Marching band
receives award 
MAPLETON — The
Maple River High School
marching band was named
“best musical group” dur-
ing the 40th annual St.
Patrick’s Day Parade on
Sunday in Washington,
D.C.

The Marching Eagles
participated in the parade
as part of a performance
trip to the nation’s capital
that also included a show
at the Jefferson Memorial.
The three-hour parade fea-
tured more than 150 units,
including floats, musical
acts and performance
groups.

The band is directed by
Maple River music instruc-
tor Rebecca Carpenter and
has long history of national
appearances, including:
2000 Marshall Field’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade
in Chicago; 2005 National
Cherry Blossom Festival
Parade in Washington,
D.C.; 2007 Gator Bowl in
Jacksonville, Fla.; and the
2008 National Veterans
Day Parade in New York
City.

No four-day week
at New Ulm schools
NEW ULM — The New
Ulm School Board has
voted down a measure to
proceed with a four-day
school week.

Supt. Harold Remme
estimated the proposal
could have saved the dis-
trict more than $135,000,
mostly in transportation
costs, as the district faces a
budget reduction of
$900,000 to $1.3 million
for the 2011-12 school
year.

The board voted against
the proposal 3-2 with two
members absent.

Walk-in clinic now
offers evening hours
NEW ULM — New Ulm
Medical Center has begun
offering Evening Walk-in
Clinic hours. 

The hours will be 5-7:30
p.m. Monday through
Thursday, and patients can
be seen without an appoint-
ment for specific symptoms
or problems such as colds,
sprains, earaches and aller-
gies.

Infants younger than 6
months may not be seen in
the walk-in clinic. The
Saturday Walk-in Clinic con-
tinues to be open 9 a.m.-2
p.m.

City Center Market
begins season May 7
MANKATO — The City
Center Market will kick off
on May 7, running each
Saturday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
through October.

The City Center Market
will give businesses the
opportunity to display their
products and services in an
open air, family-friendly
environment. The City
Center Market will have an
arts-only market once a
month during the week on
Thursdays
afternoons/evenings.
Vendors are wanted for both
events. 

The market will be in the
former Ember’s Restaurant
lot on the corner of
Riverfront Drive and Plum
Street.

Vendors may contact
Mitch Finnegan at (507)
382-7727 or citycentermar-
ketmankato@gmail.com.
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Cornish bill would keep 
sexual predators in prison indefinitely

BRIEFS

By Tanner Kent
tkent@mankatofreepress.com

MANKATO — Cindy
Amoroso has been named
an Outstanding Central
Office Leader by the
Minnesota Association of
School Administrators.

Amoroso has served as
the director of curriculum
and instruction in Mankato
Area Public Schools since
1998. She will receive her
award during the MASA
Spring Conference on
Thursday and Friday.

“It’s definitely an honor,”

she said.
The award recognizes

school administrators
(except superintendents
and special education direc-
tors) who demonstrate
exemplary leadership and
serve as a role model to col-

leagues. 
“(Amoroso’s) achieve-

ments reflect her ability to
lead important changes in
the educational system,”
according to the announce-
ment from MASA. 

During her tenure with
Mankato schools, Amoroso
has led or been involved
with a variety of education-
al initiatives.

She helped implement a
districtwide continuous
improvement model
through the North Central
Association and more
recently played a role in

developing the district’s
strategic roadmap for
improvement.

She also has established
a number of community
and educational partner-
ships, including a partner-
ship with Minnesota State
University to develop a
teacher mentoring program
that has been recognized
statewide. She also helped
develop the community
partnership that ultimately
led to the READY! for
Kindergarten program
being adopted in Mankato
and co-founded the Greater

Mankato Early Learning
Initiative.

Amoroso also co-founded
the Curriculum Leaders of
Minnesota, which is now a
formal component of
MASA and provides sup-
port for school employees
who work directly with cur-
riculum.

“I love what I do,”
Amoroso said before offer-
ing the philosophy that
guides her work: “Provide
the best experience possi-
ble for students, and then
find a way to move forward
with whatever that means.”

Cindy Amoroso
is the director
of curriculum
and instruction
in Mankato Area
Public Schools.

Event connects social service agencies with those who need

A LITTLE HELP

By Robb Murray
rmurray@mankatofreepress.com

For Alonzo Wilson, who
resides at the Salvation
Army men’s shelter,

Tuesday’s event at the Verizon
Wireless Center was just what he
needed to jump-start his efforts at
getting back on his feet.

Wilson, a track athlete at
Minnesota State University dur-
ing the 1990s, has been out of
prison for about a year and has
struggled to maintain stable hous-
ing and employment.

He said Project Community
Connect — in which more than
40 agencies came together to pro-
vide information on their services
to anyone who needs help — was
ideal for him.

“It’s a very good thing,” he said.

“They need to do it more often.”
Wilson said that were it not for

the coming together of so many
agencies — including the United
Way, La Mano, ECHO Food Shelf,
Lutheran Social Service, Open
Door Health Care Center, South
Central College, Rasmussen
College and others — he wouldn’t
have been able to hit them all. He
wouldn’t have known how to find
them, or even known they existed
in some cases.

And that was the point. With
so many more people in poverty
now than ever — the Minnesota
Valley Action Council says 5,000

more people in the nine-county
area slid from middle class into
poverty — now was the time for
an event like this, organizer Kate
Hengy-Gretz of MVAC said.

Not only are there more people
in poverty, but many of them have
never had to find help before.
Project Community Connect gave
anyone a chance to do “one-stop
shopping” in the area of social
services.

Hengy-Gretz said she was very
pleased with the result.

“I think the turnout is fantas-
tic,” she said. “This was great.
But we do need more space, so

next year we’ll ask for the room
across the hall as well.”

Jena Gereau and Crystal
Barber, who are enrolled in an
MVAC program to help them find
jobs, attended the event.

Barber, a student at South
Central College, has several
health care-related certificates but
is still looking for work.

“It goes to show how hard it is
to get a job,” Gereau said.

Both agreed the event was a
good idea.

“It would be hard to do (find
all these agencies) by ourselves,”
she said.

In addition to the dozens of
agency booths, the event provid-
ed a lunch and free used clothing
and other supplies for anyone in
need. Stylists were on hand, as
well, providing free haircuts.

MANKATO — Greater Mankato
Growth hit a record of 792 mem-
bers in 2010.

“Eighty-five percent of members
represent businesses with 25 or
fewer employees,” said GMG
President & CEO Jonathan Zierdt
during the group’s annual meeting
Tuesday.

Zierdt also reviewed the eco-
nomic growth of Blue Earth and
Nicollet counties during the past
decade.

The population grew 9 percent
to 93,177, while gross sales in the
two counties went from $2.62 bil-
lion in 2000 to $4.62 billion in
2010.

“These are great economic indi-
cators to tell us about the vitality
of our community.”

GMG Board Chairman Dr. Greg
Kutcher also unveiled outlines of a
new fee structure for GMG mem-
bers.

Rather than paying a set fee
based on the number of employees
in their business, members can
choose from a variety of packages
that vary in cost depending on
how many benefits the member
business wants.

And, at the request of small
businesses, GMG will allow a
monthly payment of dues rather
than a one-time yearly payment.

Details of the new fee structure
will be rolled out over the coming
year.

GMG is the combined Chamber
and Convention and Visitors
Bureau.

GMG hits record membership,
unveils new fee structure

Poll: National Public Radio
too slanted for public money

School leader receives state accolade

Reese
Holcomb
gets some
reassuring
words
from his
mother,
Ashley, as
Suzanne
Prihoda of
Fantastic
Sam’s in
Albert Lea
gives him a
haircut
Tuesday at
Project
Community
Connect at
the Verizon
Wireless
Center. 

John Cross

‘IT GOES TO SHOW HOW HARD IT IS’:
More than 40 agencies come together at the Verizon

Wireless Center to provide information on their services

Project Community Connect provides ‘one-stop shopping’ 

To report a story idea or a
news tip, call (507) 344-
NEWS (6397).

For more local, state and
national news visit
www.mankatofreepress.com.


