
Mankato Free Press 03/19/2011

Copyright 2011 Mankato Free Press March 21, 2011 1:42 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

In the 1970s, I was a community
activist in Belfast, Northern Ireland. I
worked for the Belfast Voluntary
Service.

At that time, the sectarian violence
was funded, in part, by “donations”

from Irish- American Catholics in the
United States.

Republican Congressman King is
currently chairing a hearing in
Washington, D.C., on the radicaliza-
tion of Islam in America. I find it

interesting that we never had hear-
ings on the radicalization of Catholics
in America.

Patrick M. Ryan
Mankato
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A Gallup poll taken in 1992 found
that Ronald Reagan was the most
unpopular living president apart from
Nixon, and ranked even below
Jimmy Carter; just 46 percent
of Americans had a favorable
view of Reagan while Carter
was viewed favorably by 63
percent of Americans. 

This was before the
Hollywood-style re-write of
Reagan’s presidency that creat-
ed the fictional character por-
trayed during Reagan’s 100th
birthday celebration. The cam-
paign was led by Grover Norquist and
his “Ronald Reagan Legacy Project,”
along with corporate-funded propa-
ganda mills like Heritage and AEI that
underwrote hundreds of flattering
books to create a mythic hero and per-
petual tax-cutter. 

They singled out Reagan’s 1981 tax
cut that lowered top marginal rates
from 70 percent to 28 percent as the
basis for the campaign, leaving out
the inconvenient reality that he subse-
quently raised taxes 11 times, accord-
ing to former Republican Sen. Alan
Simpson who “was there.” 

The plutocrats idolize Reagan
because he cut taxes on the wealthy
— on income, capital gains, interest,
and dividends — and increased taxes
on working people, including raising
the self-employment (SECA) tax rate
by 60 percent. Mark Hertsgaard (On
Bended Knee: The Press and the
Reagan Presidency) called it arguably
the “single greatest government-led
transfer of wealth in history, and in
the direction of the top two percent.”

The result is an enduring, entitled
class of individuals who believe that
work should be taxed, but wealth
should not. They control the
Republican Party. 

Their revisionist history makes
Reagan into a small-government fiscal
conservative, but he actually grew the
government, increasing military
expenditures by 27 percent and creat-
ing another new department,
Veterans’ Affairs, according to Tony
Judt’s book Postwar. He never submit-
ted a balanced budget and ended up

tripling the national debt to $3 tril-
lion. His S&L bailout cost 2.4 times
more to fix (relative to GDP) than

Bush’s financial crisis, accord-
ing to Lou Cannon, writing in
the New York Times in April
2009.

Did Reagan end the Cold
War? For that, credit 40 years
of “Containment” by eight
U.S. presidents. As Tony
Judt’s Postwar concluded:
“…Washington did not ‘bring
down’ Communism —
Communism imploded of its

own accord.” I served in the USSR
during perestroika and glasnost and
later, in Russia after the breakup, and
can attest to that; Gorbachev tried to
reform a repressive, dysfunctional sys-
tem and lost control of the process.

What is virtually unknown in this
country is that Reagan’s bellicose rhet-
oric and saber-rattling led the U.S. to
the brink of a hot war with the USSR
in 1983 (Google “Abel Archer”).

Reagan publicly supported the
South African apartheid regime, a pol-
icy that Nobel Peace Prize winner
Archbishop Desmond Tutu declared
to be “immoral, evil and totally un-
Christian.” This sympathy for racists
was not an anomaly: Reagan’s 1980
presidential campaign was announced
in Philadelphia, Mississippi, a city
with no connection whatever to the
governor of California but infamous
for the murder of three civil rights
workers. 

His speech there lauding states’
rights was dog-whistle politics to die-
hard anti-integrationists, a continua-
tion of Nixon’s racist Southern
Strategy. His 1980 campaign against a
Cadillac-driving welfare queen from
Chicago’s South Side (i.e., Black
woman) was more of the same.  

Never mentioned in the current
hagiography is that he amnestied 2.4
million illegal aliens, according to The
New York Times May 2006 article;
that among his most important advi-
sors was an astrologer (Joan Quigley)
whom Nancy consulted daily about
major decisions; and that he regularly
fabricated stories, including about

personally “ liberating” concentration
camps (he never left California),
according to a report by Sidney
Blumenthal in Salon.com.

Other inconvenient facts about
Reagan have disappeared into the
memory hole: He provided aid to
Saddam Hussein after his unprovoked
attacked on Iran and despite Saddam’s
known use of chemical weapons,
according to a report cited in com-
mondreams.org; he funneled money
and arms to the Islamist mujahidin
fighters in Afghanistan who later mor-
phed into al Qaeda; his sending
Marines ashore in Lebanon led to the
deaths of 241 Marines; and, he invad-
ed tiny Grenada on the flimsiest of
pretenses. 

Reagan illegally traded weapons to
Iran for American hostages (which
led to more Americans being kid-
napped) and repeatedly lied about it.
On March 4, 1987 he finally admitted
he had lied in a public statement. He
diverted the profits of this criminal
trade to illegally fund the murderous,
drug-running Contras in Nicaragua
and lied about that, too, according to
Christopher Hitchens in Slate.com.

Eleven of his co-conspirators were
nonetheless convicted, making a total
of 138 Reagan administration officials
indicted for various offenses, accord-
ing to Richard Reeves, making it the
most corrupt administration ever.

The public gave Reagan a pass,
however, probably because they
thought he was too dense to connect
the dots between two impeachable
offenses; even his official biographer
Edmund Morris calls him an “appar-
ent airhead.”  No corporate-funded
whitewash of Reagan’s presidency can
change those historical facts.

Tom Maertens describes himself as a
political centrist who has worked in
the White House in the area of
national security for both a
Democrat and a Republican, and in
the U.S. Senate for both a Republican
and a Democrat. He is part of a Free
Press team of readers from all politi-
cal viewpoints asked to write
columns.

To the Minnesota State Mavericks men’s basketball
team, which defeated Fort Lewis 81-63 on

Tuesday to qualify for the NCAA Division II
Elite Eight, set to begin Wednesday in
Springfield, Mass. 

The Mavs, 27-4, are proving that
their excellence extends beyond the
regular season as they prepare to take
on Alabama-Huntsville at 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday. Led by seniors Marcus Hill and
Jefferson Mason, who were named to first-team All-
District, district coach of the year Matt Margenthaler has
MSU just where he wants it — hungry and confident.

Here’s to hoping the MSU men can make us as proud as
the MSU women made us in 2009, when they won their
own national championship.

New Ulm to protect homes from flood
To New Ulm City Council members and city officials

for deciding to build a temporary earthen berm
to keep floodwaters at bay.

The council had earlier rejected the idea
of building the costly — about
$300,000 — temporary berm to pro-
tect several homes and buildings in
low-lying areas along the Minnesota
River.

The city had decided it would wait to see how bad
flooding was and use sandbags and volunteers as neces-
sary. But with significant flooding still predicted and the
cost of sandbagging about equal to a berm, the council
approved the levee.

The better long-term solution is to continue pursuing
ways to either permanently protect the property or move
it out of harm’s way.   

Winnebago wades in deep
To the city of Winnebago for reconsidering a billing

process to make it more fair. 
The Winnebago City Council had imple-

mented a water-rate billing policy, deciding
to round up the usage number, in effect
charging customers for unused water.
The method was an attempt to offset
deficits in the water department and
prepare the city for a transition to a

mandated tiered system in 2013. But city residents cried
foul and the council reconsidered. Instead they adopted a
billing system that bills for every 100 gallons of water
used.

Cash-strapped cities are struggling to find ways that
support the services they provide and most residents
understand that, but if methods don’t appear to be fair,
grumbling is going to get pretty loud. Winnebago officials
listened, and that’s a benefit to the community.

GMG progress good to see
To the Greater Mankato Growth organization for com-

pleting another successful year representing
area businesses and helping grow the

Mankato regional economy.
The GMG merged chamber and con-

vention bureau experiment continues
to show positive results. It has hit an
all time high in membership at 792
members, 85 percent of which are

businesses with 25 or fewer employees. The Mankato
economy has continued to show solid growth, and GMG
has helped create an environment where existing business-
es can get their questions answered and problems solved.

The group had its annual business meeting last week,
and the size of the  crowd shows GMG has a critical mass
of support.

Editorial Board

Basketball games great entertainment
I would like thank the Minnesota State men’s basketball

team for the great entertainment during this
long winter season.

I was a member of the “fan club” that
enjoyed the whole season this year. I

also followed out-of-town games on the
radio. Surprising that I have any fin-
gernails left.

Thanks to the players Marcus Hill,
Cameron Hodges, Jefferson Mason, Stephen Kirschbaum,
Taylor Morrow, Joe Drapcho, Connor O’Brien, Jimmy
Whitehead and to all the other players on the rooster.

Mary Beth and Bruce Royer, North Mankato
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