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Here they come
Vikings start setting up for training camp

Players to report to MSU on Sunday

By Tanner Kent

tkent@mankatofreepress.com
The Minnesota Vikings arrive Sunday.

And for some in Mankato, sweeter words were never spoken.

At Johnny B’s restaurant — across the street from training camp facilities at Minnesota State University — a manager said over
the din of clattering dishes and rock music: “ We’re glad to have them back. We fill up wall to wall when (the Vikings) are here.”

The Greater Mankato Convention and Visitors Bureau has estimated that training camp is worth upward of $5 million to the local
economy. The roughly 60,000 annual visitors from 28 states, said Executive Director Anna Thill, would have been a sore loss for
local businesses that depend on the revenue.

“We’re so excited,” she said.

“ The rollercoaster is over.”

Rollercoaster might be an apt term.

The Vikings are one of 15 NFL teams that hold training camp on the road, away from their team headquarters. But until Monday,
the lockout between NFL players and owners had threatened to close those camps before they even opened.

In fact, several NFL teams — including the Jets, Giants, Ravens and Rams — canceled their off-site training camps weeks ago.
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The Minnesota Vikings began moving equipment to Mankato even before the NFL labor agreement was finalized. Pictured are
Vikings personnel unloading a truck full of equipment Monday at Myers Field House on the MSU campus.
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