OUR VIEW

HEALTH OFFICIALS UNITE

To local health officials who have dealt well with the H1N1 flu outbreak in spite of some
less than stellar planning by federal health officials.

Immanuel St. Joseph’s — Mayo Health, the Mankato Clinic and county health
departments have worked together well to keep the public and media informed about
developments with H1IN1 and seasonal flu.

They have coordinated public events for business managers and residents to tell them
what they can do to limit the spread of flu and provided information on how flu vaccine will
be distributed.

Production and distribution problems with the vaccine has been the most distressing
thing for the public. Federal officials first gave projections too optimistic of how much
vaccine would be coming and how soon. They then gave vague reports as it became
clear not enough vaccine would get out quick enough.

Local health officials, at a recent public meeting, were much more honest, saying they
did not expect large quantities of H1N1 vaccine for the general public to arrive for at least
a month or more.

The cooperation between I1SJ and the Mankato Clinic is particularly refreshing following
years of contentious competition between the two. New leadership has led to a new

sense of cooperation.
Twice as nice



