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Music as therapy
Sevendust, opening for Disturbed,
is a stronger band after years of
turmoil.
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Check out our mobile site
Smartphone users: You can now access a new

and improved Free Press mobile phone website.
The Free Press has developed a

new mobile website that is continu-
ously updated and easy to read.

There is no need to download
anything.  Just go to The Free Press
website
(www.mankatofreepress.com) on
your mobile device and you will

automatically be re-directed to our mobile site.
You can still go back to our standard website

with the touch of your mobile phone screen by
selecting “full site” at the bottom of the screen.

Now you can stay in touch with Free Press
headlines and news reports when you’re on the
go in a easy-to-navigate format. MMaannkkaattoo,,  MMiinnnneessoottaa
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WINDING
PATH

Garrison Keillor
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RETIREMENT NEARS
FOR KEILLOR
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ST. PETER
FALLS AT STATE

March 17, 2011     www.mankatofreepress.com

S E RV I N G  M A N K AT O  A N D  S O U T H - C E N T R A L  M I N N E S O TA

75¢T H U R S D AY
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Moist, foggy
Cloudy with a 
shower; fog in the morning.

“Obviously, with the way I
played my sophomore and junior

year, I got to go to summer
camp with Phoenix, and they got
to poke and prod me for awhile.”

IN SPORTS, D1

Pumping stations keeps water from backing up

HOLD ON
Flood system extends below ground

Blue Earth, Nicollet, Le Sueur counties grow
2010 Census

CCoouunnttiieess
22000000                      22001100                PPeerrcceenntt  CChhaannggee      

Blue Earth         55,941      64,013           +14.4
Brown               26,911      25,893           -3.8
Faribault           16,181       14,553           -10.1
Le Sueur           25,426       27,703           +8.9
Martin               21,802      20,840           -4.4
Nicollet             29,771       32,727          +9.9
Sibley               15,356       15,226           -0.8
Waseca             19,526       19,136           -2
Watonwan         11,876       11,211          -5.6

By Tim Krohn
tkrohn@mankatofreepress.com

Blue Earth, Nicollet and Le Sueur
counties saw solid growth in the past
decade, while five area counties shed
population, led by a 10 percent fall in
Faribault County.

Blue Earth County grew more than

14 percent from 2000 to 2010 accord-
ing to figures released Wednesday by
the U.S. Census Bureau.

Nicollet County was the next
fastest growing, increasing by nearly
10 percent.

The combined counties make up
the Mankato-North Mankato
Metropolitan Statistical Area, which
increased nearly 13 percent.

“That’s huge, that’s wonderful,”
said Jonathan Zierdt, president and
CEO of Greater Mankato Growth.

The Mankato-area growth, while
solid, was not as big as Rochester and

St. Cloud; Rochester grew by 24 per-
cent to nearly 107,000 people, making
it the third largest city. St. Cloud grew

Photos by John Cross

These four 350-horsepower engines inside the Indian Creek Pumping Station are idle for now, but will likely be activated this spring to
prevent water from backing up and filling storm drains. There are nine such stations in Mankato, North Mankato and Le Hillier. Each
engine connects to a pump that can move 34,000 gallons of water per minute.

By Dan Linehan
dlinehan@mankatofreepress.com

The purpose of the 4.7
miles of earthen barriers
and 2.5

miles of con-
crete walls in
the flood con-
trol system is
self-evident:
Hold the
Minnesota
River at bay. 

But deep in
the bowels of
Mankato’s levee
system, the walls are replaced
by a network of huge pipes
and engines that protect the
city from a flooding threat few
likely know exists. 

There are nine such pump-
ing stations spread through

Tony Talamantez, Mankato’s infrastructure superintendent, explains how these steel gates
(three are visible) open and close to regulate how rainwater gets to the Minnesota River. When
the water backs up, pumps are needed to get it to the river. Experts are predicting significant
flooding this spring in southern Minnesota.

Cornish sex
offender bill
moves ahead

By Tanner Kent
tkent@mankatofreepress.com

A bill authored by Rep.
Tony Cornish could keep
Minnesota’s most predatory
sex offenders in prison for
up to 60 years.

Cornish’s measure was
passed unanimously in the
House Public Safety and
Crime Prevention
Committee on Tuesday and
will be heard by the House
Judiciary Committee today.

“This is looking down the
road to an actual solution,”
said the Vernon Center
Republican about the meas-
ure that would create a
bifurcated trial system in
which the first trial would
determine guilt or inno-
cence and the second would
determine if the guilty
individual is a predatory
offender.  

If that determination is
made, then the offender
would be subject to an inde-
terminate sentence of up to
60 years, followed by a 10-
year conditional release
period. 

The bill would allow for
such offenders to petition
for release after serving a
minimum sentence, but the
state corrections commis-
sioner would have to agree
the offender “no longer
poses a threat to public safe-
ty” to allow release.

That kind of decision,
Cornish said, is a weighty
one, and it may be altered
down the line so that a
three-person panel handles
the decision rather than a
single person.

“We saw how (former
Gov. Tim Pawlenty) was
assailed for the Vernon
Center pardon,” said
Cornish, referencing Jeremy

Japan
begins
air drop
The Associated Press

ZAO, JAPAN — Japanese
military helicopters dumped
loads of seawater onto a
stricken nuclear reactor
Thursday, trying to avoid
full meltdowns as plant
operators said they were
close to finishing a new
power line that could
restore cooling systems and
ease the crisis.

U.S. officials in
Washington, meanwhile,
warned that the Fukushima
Dai-ichi plant in northeast-
ern Japan may be on the
verge of spewing more
radioactive material
because water was gone
from a storage pool that
keeps spent nuclear fuel
rods from overheating.

The troubles at several of
the plant’s reactors were set
off when last week’s earth-
quake and tsunami knocked
out power and ruined back-
up generators needed for
their cooling systems,
adding a major nuclear cri-
sis for Japan as it dealt with
twin natural disasters that
killed more than 10,000
people and left hundreds of
thousands homeless.

A Japanese military CH-
47 Chinook helicopter
began dumping seawater on
the damaged reactor of Unit
3 at the Fukushima complex
at 9:48 a.m., said defense
ministry spokeswoman
Kazumi Toyama. The air-
craft dumped at least four
loads on the reactor, though
much of the water appeared
to be dispersed in the wind.

At least a dozen more
loads were planned in the
40 minutes that each crew
can operate before switch-
ing to limit radiation expo-
sure, the ministry said.

The dumping was
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New Ulm
reverses
decision on
berm to
protect
against
flooding.
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2010 Census
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22000000              22001100        PPeerrcceenntt  cchhaannggee
85,712    96,740       +12.9

Five area counties lose
population; Faribault
falls by 10 percent

House Judiciary
Committee to
take it up today

Please see BILL, Page A7 Please see SYSTEM, Page A2 Please see JAPAN, Page A2
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COUPONS
Clip & Save at these fine merchants!

See all our money saving coupons online at

www.mankatofreepress.com

Large 1 Item
only

$7.89 (limit 3)
Expires 3-31-11. Not valid with the Gary’s Special. Not valid with 

any other coupon, offer or special. Limit 1 coupon per order.

388-1233

OPEN
LATE!

garyspizza.com

Large 3 Item
only

$9.99 (limit 3)
Expires 3-31-11. Not valid with the Gary’s Special. Not valid with 

any other coupon, offer or special. Limit 1 coupon per order.

garyspizza.com

923 S. Front St., Mankato
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by 11 percent.
Zierdt said steady growth

is preferred to too rapid of
growth.

“You do want to be careful
not to grow too quickly. You
need to keep up with your
infrastructure and have

strategic, responsible growth
or you have residents who
aren’t happy because they
aren’t getting the services
they need,” he said.

“But to have a nice up-tick
says we are a destination
where people want to make
their home. It reaffirms the
quality of our community.”

CENSUS: Don’t want
to grow too quickly

The congressional dis-
trict represented by U.S.
Rep. Tim Walz will have to
expand to add in about

18,000 more
people before
the 2012
election.

The
Census
Bureau began
releasing
2010 data

Wednesday. The new popu-
lation numbers will be used
to redraw political maps for
legislative and congressional
districts. Districts must

have an equal number of
people in each district.

Walz’s 1st District will
see one of the smaller
changes in Minnesota. (See
chart.) Walz is a Democrat
from Mankato.

Michele Bachmann’s fast-
growing 6th District will
see the biggest change — it
will have to shed more than
96,000 people when lines
are redrawn.

The 1st District runs
across extreme southern
Minnesota, from the South
Dakota border to the
Wisconsin border.  

1st District must expand

Continued from Page A1

2010 Census
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1 Walz                  644,787                    +18,204
2 Kline                 732,515                     -69,524
3 Paulsen             650,185                     +12,806
4 Mc Cullum        614,624                     +48,367
5 Ellison              616,482                     +46,509
6 Bachmann         759,478                     -96,487
7 Peterson            625,515                    +37,479
8 Cravaack           660,342                     +2,649   

Page B2
Hispanic
population
grows in
Minnesota.


